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Preparations are being completed for the annual meeting of the House of Dele- 
gates and Board of Trustees, which will be held in Chicago, October 16-18 . . . The 
annual State Officers’ Conference will be held at the Stevens Hotel, Sunday, October 
15... The Council on Dental Health will hold an open session on Tuesday morning, 
October. 17, and the Committee on Legislation will hold a similar meeting on the 
evening of the same day . . . C. Raymond Wells, President of the American Dental 
Association, is addressing a message to all members preliminary to the annual meet- 
ing of the House of Delegates. 

The War Service Committee of the American Dental Association announces the 
mailing of a questionnaire to all dental officers to determine their opinions on vari- 
ous phases of postwar planning . . . The postwar plans of the Army Dental Corps 
are still in the formative stage, but, in general, will follow the basic pattern de- 
veloped for the entire Army, according to the Dental Division of the Surgeon 
General’s Office. 

The American Association of Public Health Dentists will meet in New. York City 
October 2 . . . The annual meeting of the Subsection on Dentistry of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science was held in Cleveland September 11. 

The Council on Dental Health urges early action in the development of the High 
School Victory Corps Physical Fitness Dental Program for 1944 in order to secure 
a greater number of corrections for senior high school-students . . . An industrial 
health service for all federal employes is proposed and will include 2,700,000 persons. 

The Army announces a list of the decorations and awards that have been made 
to dental officers since December 7, 1941 . . . The Army Dental Corps also an- 
nounces that it will appoint civilian consultants in oral surgery and prosthetic 
dentistry in the near future. 


The Journal of the American Dental Association. Vol. 31, No. 18. Published 
by the American Dental Association, 222 East Superior St., Chicago, 11, IIl. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Entered as second-class matter, May 27, 1942, 
at the postoffice at Chicago, IIl., under the act of August 24, 1912. Pub- 
lished semimonthly. Copyright 1944 by the American Dental Association. 
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House oF DELEGATES OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL 
AssociATION MEETs In Cuicaco OcToserR 16-18 


Preparations for the annual meeting of 
the House of Delegates and Board of 
Trustees of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation are being completed, and sessions 
will be held in the Stevens Hotel, Chi- 
cago, October 16, 17 and 18. Because 
of wartime restrictions on transportation, 
the meeting will be confined to the trans- 
action of business and there will be no 
scientific sessions. Herbert E. King, 
Omaha, Nebr., and William I. McNeil, 
Chicago, Ill., have been designated as 
co-chairmen of the Committee on Local 
Arrangements. 

RESERVATIONS.—Hotel reservations 
made in Omaha have not been trans- 
ferred to Chicago. New reservations 
should be made immédiately by Dele- 
gates by writing directly to the hotel of 
choice. Headquarters of the American 
Dental Association will be maintained 
at the Stevens Hotel. 

MEETINGS.—The Board of Trustees will 
begin its deliberations Friday, October 


13, and will continue in session until the 
close of the meeting. The House of 
Delegates will meet four times in the 
North Ball Room of the Stevens Hotel : 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m., Monday, October 
16; 2 p.m., Tuesday, October 17, and 
1 p.m., Wednesday, October 18. 
CREDENTIALS.—The Credentials Com- 
mittee will begin the registration of Del- 
egates and Alternates at 10 a.m., Sunday, 
October 15, at the Stevens Hotel. 
STATE OFFICERS.—The annual State Of- 
ficers’ Conference will be held Sunday, 
October 15, at the Stevens Hotel. Morn- 
ing, afternoon and evening sessions have 
been arranged. 

OTHER MEETINGS.—Open meetings have 
been scheduled by the Council on Den- 


tal Health and the Committee on Legis- , 


lation. The Council on Dental Health 
will hold its meeting on the morning of 
October 17, while the Committee on 
Legislation will hold its meeting on the 
evening of the same day. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE ON 
ANNUAL A.D.A, SESSION 


C. Raymond Wells, President of the 
American Dental Association, has ad- 
dressed the following message to all 
members of the Association preliminary 
to the opening of the annual meeting of 
the House of Delegates in Chicago, Oc- 
tober 16. 

My year as President of the American 
Dental Association is fast coming to a close. 
It has been a very interesting year, and I 
am grateful for the confidence and trust 
which the members of the Association had in 
me when they asked me to serve as their 
President. The year has been a busy one and 
one which required many important actions 
and decisions in behalf of Dentistry. I have 
been most fortunate in having able officers 
and committees which lightened the burden 
considerably. I think with pride of the great 
service which one-third of our members are 
rendering as dental officers in the armed 
forces and in the Public Health Service. They 
have rendered the greatest rehabilitation pro- 
gram in the history of the world, and in so 
doing have made our fighting men dentally 
fit for the great responsibility of winning the 
war. Dentistry can be proud of the service of 
our dental officers stationed in all parts of 
the world, both on land and at sea. 

The American Dental Association through 
its War Service Committee is developing a 
program to assist the dental officers upon 
demobilization. We ask each state society and 
local component to develop a program for 
returning dental officers. The War Service 
Committee will be pleased to: assist any of our 
component societies in these programs. Each 
constituent society should prepare lists of 
areas in its state where shortages of personnel 
exist and advise returning dental officers of 
these new opportunities to practice dentistry. 

The civilian dentists have had a great load 
to bear and they have done a particularly 
fine job in rendering dental care for the war 


workers and the civilian population at home. 
My grateful thanks to all members of our 
Association for the fine service that they have 
rendered in this time of war. 

In my address before the House of Dele- 
gates, I will make many recommendations 
which are pertinent to the times and which 
point out the path dentistry must take in the 
future. Emphasis is laid upon our social re- 
sponsibilities, the need for greater civic in- 
terest, the desirability of licensure reciprocity, 
the accreditation of dental laboratories, the 
development of American Dental Associa- 
tion boards for dental specialists and the 
need for dental research programs, par- 
ticularly in the field of caries control. We 
are opposed to compulsory plans of any na- 
ture, but I believe that there will be an ex- 
tension of voluntary dental service plans in 
industry and public schools and for low 
income and indigent groups of people. Pri- 
vate practice will absolutely remain and our 
members should not fear the so-called so- 
cialization of dentistry. However, opportu- 
nities will arise in the future for dentists 
to become employed in various paid positions 
should they so desire. This by no means 
indicates socialization. That there will be 
various employe mutual benefit associations 
created throughout the country is self-evident, 
and no doubt some of our members will be 
called upon to render dental service in their 
offices for beneficiaries of these associations. 
Participation in these plans is, of course, up to 
the individual dentist. Dental societies should 
be alert to the development of plans and re- 
quest the opportunity to consult with indus- 
try and others to insure proper dental ser- 
vice to people engaged in any prepayment 
plan. These are a few of the changes that 
I see on the horizon which will call for an 
offensive viewpoint. 

To all members of the Dental Profession, 
I say that they will need the American Den- 
tal Association far more in the future than 
they have in the past and it behooves every 
dentist to support his local, state and na- 
tional associations. 
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STATE OFFICERS’ CONFERENCE 


A.D.A. State Orricers 
CONFERENCE 1N Cuicaco Octoser 15 


The program for the annual State 
Officers’ Conference of the American 
Dental Association, which will be held 
Sunday, October 15, at the Stevens Ho- 
tel, Chicago, has been announced by 
C. S. Foster, president of the Confer- 


ence, and L. M. Cruttenden, chairman. 


of the program committee. 

An all-day meeting has been planned 
for the Sunday preceding the opening 
of the sessions of the House of Dele- 
gates. This year, as a feature, an eve- 
ning meeting will be devoted to a round- 
table discussion of the réle of the state 
dental societies in postwar planning. 
MORNING SESSION.—The morning ses- 
sion will open with registration at 8:30 
a.m. and a short address by C. S. Foster, 
Cedar Rapids, president of the Confer- 
ence, on “The Aims of the State Society 
Officers’ Conference.” This will be fol- 
lowed by the address of C. Raymond 
Wells, President of the American Den- 
tal Association. 

A “Diagnostic Conference on State 
and Regional Dental Journals” will 
start at 9:30 a.m., with Willard Ogle, 
Dallas, presiding. The participants in 
this discussion will be: Lewis W. Thom, 
Minneapolis: “The State Dental Jour- 
nal: The Rédle of the Publisher”; 
John J. Hollister, Chicago: “How 
Should Official Publications Be Fi- 
nanced? The Réle of the Business Man- 
ager”; J. Walker Black, Chicago: “The 
Réle of the Printer”; Donald A. Wal- 
lace, Chicago: “What Are Professional 
Standards for Advertising?” ; David W. 
McLean, San Marino, Calif.: “Should 
Editorial Policy Endeavor to Mold Opin- 
ion?” 


LUNCHEON.—Informal discussions will be 
held during luncheon. Seating will be 
arranged so that.officers of societies that 
are of the same relative size will be at 
the same tables. E. F. Soderstrom, Mo- 
desto, Calif., president of the California 
State Dental Association, will be in 
charge of this session. 

AFTERNOON SESSION.—The afternoon 
session will open with an address by the 
President Elect, Walter H. Scherer, 
Houston, Texas. E. W. Wise, secre- 
tary of the Oklahoma State Dental 
Society, J. L. Walker, secretary of the 
Kentucky State Dental Association, and 
one other speaker will take part in a dis- 
cussion on “The Administrative Prob- 
lems of the Smaller State Dental Socie- 
ties.” 

A panel discussion on “Types of 
Membership” will then be held with 
C. J. Hollister, Harrisburg, presiding. 
The speakers and their topics are: Le- 
Roy M. Ennis, past-president of the 
Pennsylvania State. Dental Society: 
“Stimulating Interest of Junior Mem- 
bers”; Charles A. Wilkie, secretary of 
the Dental Society of the State of New 
York: “An Evaluation of the A.D.A. 
Membership Plan”; L. H. Jacob, sec- 
retary of the Illinois State Dental So- 
ciety: “The Problem of Life Member- 
ship for State Societies.” 

An open forum for the discussion of 

state society problems will follow, with 
E. S. Arnold, West Hartford, Conn., 
presiding. 
EVENING SESSION.—The Conference will 
hold an evening session and open ses- 
sion, with the réle of state dental so- 
cieties in postwar planning as the topic. 
R. W. McNulty, Chicago, will preside. 

The speakers for this session will be 
W. N. Hodgkin, Warrentown, Va.: 
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“Relocation of Dentists, State Licensure 
and Accessory Personnel in the Demo- 
bilization Program”; Lieut. Col. John 
C. Brauer, Washington, D. C.: “The 
Demobilization of Dentists’; C. W. 
Conklin, Milford, Del. : “Equipment and 
Supplies” ; Allen O. Gruebbel, Chicago : 
“Dental Societies and Plans for the 
Postwar Period.” 


COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATION 


OPEN SESSION OF COMMITTEE 
ON LEGISLATION OcTOBER 17 


An open meeting to discuss all legisla- 
tive projects will be held by the Commit- 
tee on Legislation of the American 
Dental Association October 17 at the 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, according to an 
announcement by Sterling V. Mead, 
chairman. The meeting will begin at 
7:30 p.m. in the North Ballroom. 

The Committee on Legislation, Dr. 
Mead stated, will present legislative 
problems as fully as possible and con- 
troversial issues will be open to discus- 
sion. The committee desires all possible 
advice and comment on legislative pro- 
posals and urges attendance at the spe- 
cial open meeting. 

Some of the matters to be discussed 
are: social legislation affecting dentis- 
try; legislation relating to the armed 
forces ; proposals for dental research and 
dental health education of the public, 
and veterans’ legislation, which will in- 
clude proposals for supplying prosthetic 
appliances to veterans as well as a dis- 
cussion of veterans’ benefits that may be 
available to returning dental officers. 
The Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 
1944,* which has some sections of spe- 
cial significance to dentists, will also be 
discussed during the open meeting. 

*The pertinent sections of the act will be 
published ‘in the -October 1 issue of The 
JouRNAL. 


COUNCIL ON 
DENTAL HEALTH 


Councit Urces Earty Action 
in Victory Corps ProGRAM 


With the opening of the new school 
year, the Council on Dental Health of 
the American Dental Association has 
issued a statement urging early action in 
the High School Victory Corps Physical 
Fitness Program for 1944-1945. Local 
dentists and clinics can do their part by 
adjusting appointments so that pupils 
requesting dental care may have the 
needed work completed before the end 
of the current school year. Teachers can 
fulfil their part of the program by urg- 
ing pupils to have their teeth examined 
and the necessary corrections made be- 
fore graduation. 

During the war, the objective of the 
Victory Corps Program is to make high 
school seniors dentally fit to fulfil their 
obligation to the war effort. The post- 
war objective of the program is to estab- 
lish a friendly and effective working 
relation among educational, public 
health and dental groups. Such measures 
will be of considerable value in develop- 
ing permanent dental health programs 
in all elementary and secondary schools. 
Full details of the program can be ob- 
tained from the state dental society or 
from the state dental health director. 

Although wartime conditions have 
created many obstacles in the promotion 
of the Victory Corps program in all 
states, a high percentage of corrections 
for older pupils has been reported by 
high schools in several states. Similar 
results may be obtained in other areas by 
developing the interest of all participants 
and by initiating the program at the 
start of the school year. This early action 
is essential if pupils are to have time to 
arrange for dental appointments. 
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OrpeN MEETiNG ON OcTOBER 17 
ror Counci, oN DenTAL HEALTH 


The Council on Dental Health of the 
American Dental Association will hold 
an open meeting on Tuesday morning, 
October 17, in the Stevens Hotel during 
the annual meeting of the House of Del- 
egates. The meeting will be conducted 
as a regular session of the Council and 
members of the -Association are invited 
to be present. 

Information on the broad issues in- 
volved in the Council’s proposals and 
recommendations will be presented at the 
open meeting before they are submitted 
to the House of Delegates for final 
action. There will also be discussions of 
prepayment plans, dental care for low- 
income groups, public and professional 
relations and related subjects. 

The Council on Dental Health also 
plans to devote as much time as possible 
during the open meeting to the problems 
of state and component councils. Ques- 
tions on organization, studies and pro- 
gram planning will be solicited to permit 
an exchange of opinions, so that the work 
of local, state and national councils may 
be coordinated. 

The meeting will start promptly at 
9:30 a.m. in the North Ball Room of 
the Stevens Hotel. 


MEETINGS 


Pusiic HEALTH DENTISTS 
Meet 1n New York Ocroser 2 


The American Association of Public 
Health Dentists will hold its annual 
meeting October 2 at the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania. The meeting previously has been 
held in connection with the Annual 
Meeting of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 


DENTAL oF A.A.A.S. 
Hotps MEETING In CLEVELAND 


The annual meeting of the Subsection 
on Dentistry of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science was 
held in Cleveland September 11. The 
program was devoted to a symposium 
on dental caries and fluorine. The speak- 
ers were: H. Trendley Dean, Philip Jay, 
Wallace D. Armstrong, Harold C. 
Hodge, R. F. Sognnaes, F. J. McClure, 
Basil G. -Bibby, F. A. Arnold, Jr. and 
Abel Wolman. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


TEN MILLIONS FOR RESEARCH ON 
TUBERCULOSIS IN New HEALTH BILL 


A tuberculosis control division has 
been established in the U. S. Public 
Health Service, Federal Security Agency, 
to wage a $10,000,000 war against tu- 
berculosis. The division, which will be 
within the Bureau of State Services, was 
established under authority given the 
Surgeon General by the Public Health 
Service Act of 1944, which was signed 
by President Roosevelt July 3. 
PROVISIONS.—The new act streamlines 
the administration of the Public Health 
Service, codifying almost all existing laws 
affecting the service and eliminating out- 
moded laws and bringing about revisions 
in operating procedure. Authority is 
given under the act for grants-in-aid to 
research institutions for any disease and 
for the expansion of federal-state co- 
operation in public health programs. 

All of the important duties of the 
service are retained in the new law. The 
act raises the ceiling of federal ap- 
propriations for grants-in-aid to the 
states under title VI of the Social Se- 
curity Act from $11,000,000 to $20,000,- 
000 annually. It also provides for a 
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commissioned nursing corps as in the 
Army and the Navy. 
ORGANIZATION.—The Public Health Serv- 
ice is now organized into four major ad- 
ministrative units: Office of the Surgeon 
General, the National Institute of Health, 
the Bureau of State Services and the 
Bureau of Medical Services. The staff 
of the Surgeon General now includes a 
deputy surgeon general and three assist- 
ant surgeons general in charge of the 
three bureaus. In addition, staff officers 
with the rank of assistant surgeon gen- 
eral are assigned to the administration of 
dental, sanitary and engineering activi- 
ties, respectively. 


HEATH SERVICE PROPOSED 
For ALL FEDERAL EMPLOYES 


A bill to provide industrial medical 
service for all federal employes, the cur- 
rent total of whom is about 2,700,000, 
was endorsed August 22 by officials of 
the federal government at hearings be- 
fore the Committee on the District of 
Columbia of the House of Representa- 
tives. A representative of the American 
Medical Association also testified in 
favor of such a bill. 

Thomas Parran, Surgeon General of 
the U. S. Public Health Service, said 
that the services contemplated would 
include a good preplacement examina- 
tion, covering a chest x-ray examination 
for tuberculosis, minor medical and 
dental care, minor care for emotional 
disturbances, a nutrifional effort, checks 
on environmental factors, such as bad 
lighting and control of contagion and 
infection, and some routine care in preg- 
nancy. The program, he estimated, 
would cost less than 1 cent per day per 
public employe. 

The program would be administered 
by the Civil Service Commission in con- 
sultation with the United States Public 
Health Service and in close cooperation 
with agency heads and personnel serv- 
ices. 


Paul V. McNutt, chairman of the 
War Manpower. Commission, said at the 
hearing that the federal government has 
taken the lead in recommending in- 
dustrial health services to its industry, 
but has failed to practice what it 
preaches, with only “the rudiments of a 
health service” for its own employes. 


ARMY DENTAL CORPS 


Army Lists DECORATIONS AND 
Awarps To DENTAL OFFICERS 


The Adjutant General’s Office has re- 
leased the following list of dental officers 
of the United States Army who have re- 
ceived decorations or awards in the 
period between December 7, 1941 and 
July 10, 1944: 

Silver Star, Ralph P. Baldini, Ithaca, 
N. Y.; Legionnaire, Sol A. Berman, Chi- 
cago; Distinguished Service Star of the 
Philippines, Chester J. Dau, Fresno, 
Calif.; Soldiers Medal, Alfred A. Dol- 
gin, New York, N. Y.; Legion of Merit, 
Stanley F. Erpf, San Francisco, Calif. ; 
Legion of Merit, David S. Gordon, 
Charlestown, Mass.; Air Medal, Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Rolland M. Haines, ad- 
dress not given; Legion of Merit, Ray- 
mond J. Hodapp, St. Louis ; Silver Star, 
John T. Kelley, Jr., Taylor, Texas. 

Legion of Merit, Edward J. Kotab, 
Nebraska City, Nebr.; Commendation 
for Exceptional Conduct, Robert J. 
MacLaren, Towanda, Pa.; Silver Star, 
John S. Martin, Elko, Nev. ; Silver Star, 
Paul H. Maurer, Shelby County, Ohio ; 
Distinguished Service Star of the Philip- 
pines, Arthur H. Nillen, New Orleans, 
La.; Soldiers Medal, Raymond G. Or- 
singer, Chicago, Ill.; Oakleaf Cluster 
and Distinguished Unit Badge, Joseph 
H. Weisberger, Togus, Maine. 
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Army Dentat Corps Has 
90,000 AppoInTMENTs DaILy 


The following statement has been is- 
sued by the Dental Division of the Sur- 
geon General’s Office : 

The Army Dental Corps at this time has 
more than 90,000 appointments each day. 
These thousand upon thousands of men and 
women are receiving and formulating certain 
opinions regarding dentistry and dental serv- 
ice which are in all probability being car- 
ried home as well as into their respective com- 
munities. The comments that are heard in 
the barracks, on the drill and battle field, 
will influence their thinking as well as their 
desires for dental treatment. 

An unbelievable number of men have never 
been to a dentist. They were not familiar 
with the dental chair, surgical procedures, 
prophylactic needs, and the comforts that 
could be established through restored teeth 
or dentures. Such individuals have learned 
much regarding health, its influence upon life 
in their every day work, and the needs for 
dental treatment. It is an educational ex- 
perience for this section of the population 
that could not have been gained in years of 
public relations work, and many in this group 
who have had little if any dental experience 
will relay the story of dentistry to their 
fathers, mothers, wives and children. These 
men have been given a tooth brush, as well 
as instruction in oral hygiene, and have seen 
the dentist in operation in the hospitals as 
well as camp clinics. They are further ex- 
periencing the dental work with the many 
activities in the overseas installations and in 
the combat zones. The new mobile dental 
laboratory and the new modern dental office 
on wheels, which will function in the com- 
bat and other areas, will be impressive, wel- 
comed, and long remembered. These educa- 
tional opportunities as well as advantages are 
tremendous. 

Then there are the men and women who 
have had some dental attention or fairly ade- 
quate dental treatment in their civilian lives. 
These individuals compare their dentist, the 
civilian office and the type of service with 
those of the hospital and dental clinics of 
the Army. 

The Dental Division, Surgeon General’s Of- 
fice, fully recognizing the responsibilities as 


well as opportunities of the Army Dental 
Corps, has used every opportunity to en- 
courage and request that quality of service 
and not quantity be the objective of the 
Army Dental Corps. Although there are 
many pressures, many handicaps and -mili- 
tary schedules to satisfy, it is considered mili- 
tarily expedient and essential that every piece 
of work or service be the best of which the 
individual is capable under the circumstances. 
Anything less than the best effort or inten- 
tions on the part of the dental officer is con- 
sidered disloyal and as sabotage to the war 
effort. 

The Dental Division is confident that every 
dental officer in uniform is interested in the 
outcome of the war. This cross-section of 
American dentistry now in uniform, 98 per 
cent from civil life, are recent graduates and 
practitioners of various ages with a variety 
of experiences. It is this great group of men, 
more than 14,000 from civilian life, that are 
daily making financial and personal sacri- 
fices so that the American way of life may 
go on. 


Postwar PLANs ror Army DENTAL 
Corps Are Stitt TENTATIVE 


In answer to many queries regarding 
the plans of the Army Dental Corps for 
the postwar period, the Dental Division 
of the Surgeon General’s Office has is- 
sued the following statement: 

The Dental Division, Surgeon General’s 
Office, has received numerous inquiries from 
dental officers and the civilian profession re- 
garding the probable status of the Army 
Dental Corps in the postwar period. These, 
and many more, questions have been asked: 
how large will the Regular Dental Corps be; 
what will be the basis for selection of officers 
for the Corps; is there an age limit; will 
there be a large standing Army in the over- 
seas theaters; what officers will be relieved 
from duty first; how and when can one be 
relieved from duty? 

That tentative postwar plans have been 
made by the War Department to fit various 
situations pending the extent of the war is a 
foregone conclusion. New international de- 
velopments, political and military, as well as 
congressional action, will all determine the 
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future course of events. No definite positive 
plan of action has yet been consolidated, with 
reference to the many important questions 
already cited. It may be stated, however, that 
the Army Dental Corps will follow the gen- 
eral pattern outlined for the whole Medical 
Department. All information concerning the 
postwar plans and activities of the Dental 
Corps will be released through proper as well 
as adequate channels. 


Auuy DENTAL Division 
Comments on ASTP 


A statement on the termination of the 

Army Specialized Training Program for 
dental students has been issued by the 
Dental Division of the Surgeon Gener- 
al’s Office, as follows : 
STATEMENT.—lhe Army Specialized Train- 
ing Program, which was approved in Decem- 
ber 1942 and initiated in 1943, will be termi- 
nated for Dentistry in accordance with the 
War Department directive of July 18, 1944. 
All seniors whose conduct and _ scholastic 
records are satisfactory will be permitted to 
continue the program until graduation. Stu- 
dents in the junior, sophomore and freshman 
class will be allowed the option of discharge 
from the Army or assignment as enlisted men 
to the Medical Department prior to the ex- 
piration of the current semester. Other pro- 
visions have been made for the predental 
students. 

There are some in the profession who be- 
lieve that the Dental Division, Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office or others on the Surgeon Gener- 
al’s staff have had the power to initiate as 
well as terminate such a program. The whole 
ASTP was formulated and conceived outside 
the Surgeon General’s office to meet the de- 
mands of procurement and to fulfil the pro- 
jected over-all Army needs, including the 
Army Dental Corps. The Dental Corps at 
one time had an anticipated procurement ob- 
jective of at least 25 per cent more than the 
maximum level reached, for the reason that 
War Department plans at that time demanded 
this consideration. The Army’s needs and 
ceiling limits in the number of officers, as well 
as supplies, must of necessity be changed or 
modified pending the success or reverses of the 
military campaigns, and the many associated 
factors related to military operations. The 


tides of war preclude a fixed plan for any 
type of personnel and material. That a mas- 
ter plan must be developed with the informa- 
tion at hand is a foregone conclusion, and 
Dentistry as a vital war service must of ne- 
cessity be an integral part of that plan. When 
the War Department sets a procurement ob- 
jective for so many million men, the Medical 
Department and, in turn, the Army Dental 
Corps must recognize the needs in terms of 
the Tables of Organization and service re- 
quirements. The physical needs of the Army 
are constantly revised to meet existing condi- 
tions and new situations. No one knew exactly 
how many casualties would be evident in the 
establishment of the beachhead in Normandy, 
nor could any one foretell the phenomenal 
successes in North Africa. Plans cannot be 
made to afford a bare minimum of men and 
supplies, and wars are not won on a short- 
range program. 


It was humanly impossible for any one to 
express in 1942 or 1943 exactly how many 
dental officers would be needed in 1944. The 
War Department changes the estimates for 
men from time to time, and in each instance 
the Surgeon General’s Office has had to revise 
its plans. The War Department deemed it 
necessary and desirable to establish the ASTP 
so that it could attain without question a cer- 
tain number of .officers (including dental offi- 
cers) at regular intervals from the graduating 
classes to preserve the optimum strength and 
efficiency of the Army. The United States 
Army—representing the nation at war—could 
not afford to gamble with the future of Amer- 
ica, and it was in the interest of democracy 
and those remaining at home that such meas- 
ures were necessary. 


It has been stated that the Army could 
have attained all of the dental officers de- 
sired without the ASTP, and that the dental 
schools would have produced just as many 
officers for the Army. This statement ig in all 
probability true, but the fact is that the pro- 
curement objective for dentists was never 
reached in many of the states. There was no 
mechanism whereby dentists could be drafted 
except through the normal channels of Selec- 
tive Service. That many dentists refused 
commissions in the Army is a fact that nearly 
every state Dental Procurement and Assign- 
ment chairman can testify. Many dentists 
whose names are on record as refusing com- 
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missions preferred to have the other fellow go. 
These facts, and those associated with the 
potential military needs, caused the War De- 
partment to include dentistry in the ASTP. 
When the overseas situation changed and a 
more stable ceiling limit was established for 
the Dental Corps, it was found by the War 
Department that the dental phase of the 
ASTP should be discontinued. 

The Dental Division, however, did initiate 
a request that those dental ASTP students 
who elected to remain in the Army should be 
assigned to the Medical Department, Dental 
Installation. It was considered expedient and 
just that those undergraduates in dentistry 


_ should serve in a capacity as an assistant or 


as a dental laboratory technician, depending 
on their experience in dentistry, so that 
these future dentists would not lose contact 
with their profession. The Dental Division has 
every reason to believe that this request will 
be favorably considered by the War Depart- 
ment. 


Name CrvitiaN CONSULTANTS 
For Army DENTAL Corps 


Civilian consultants in oral surgery 

and prosthetic dentistry will be appointed 
in the near future to aid the Army 
Dental Corps, according to a recent an- 
nouncement from the Dental Division of 
the Surgeon General’s Office. The state- 
ment follows : 
TEXT.—The Dental Division, Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office, has been considering for some 
time the appointment of a number of nation- 
ally known dental practitioners as civilian 
dental consultants, to assist the Army Dental 
Corps in one of the most momentous under- 
takings in the history of dentistry. General 
Kirk, the Surgeon General of the United 
States Army, has given complete approval of 
the plan. 

The dentists, who are now in the process 
of being appointed through the facilities of 
the Civilian Personnel Division, Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office, will be designated in the fields 
of oral surgery and prosthetics. It is realized 
that operative dentistry and periodontics are 
as important as those subjects selected; how- 
ever, the major problems of the Dental Corps 
have been assotiated with oral surgery and 
prosthetics. 


It will be the objective of the civilian con- 
sultants, who are under contract with the War 
Department, and who will be ordered to duty 
for one or more days at a time, to observe the 
activities and functions of the oral surgical or 
prosthetic sections, and to recommend cer- 
tain modifications in procedure whereby the 
respective services may be improved and made 
more efficient. The consultant further will 
give demonstrations and lectures as he may 
deem necessary. All instruction is to be con- 
sistent with the over-all Army policies and the 
facilities at hand. 

Comparatively few of the country’s out- 
standing oral surgeons and prosthodontists will 
be afforded appointments, since the selection 
is limited and within certain geographical 
limits of the United States. 


DENTISTS AND 
DENTAL SOCIETIES 


Onto State Conrers HONORARY 
DEGREE ON COMMANDER PAFFENBARGER 


The honorary degree of doctor of sci- 
ence was conferred on Cmdr. George C. 
Paffenbarger by the Ohio State Univer- 
sity at the annual commencement exer- 
cises in Columbus, September 1. Dr. 
Paffenbarger, an alumnus of the univer- 
sity and former Senior Research Associ- 


ate for the American Dental Association. 


at the Bureau of Standards, is the first 
dentist to be awarded an honorary de- 
gree by Ohio State University. 
Commander Paffenbarger, who is now 
on duty at the United States Naval Med- 
ical Supply Depot, Brooklyn, obtained 
his dental degree from the Ohio State 
University in 1924. His father obtained 
a dental degree from the same institution 
in 1893 and is still in practice in Mc- 
Arthur, Ohio. After a year in private 
practice and a year’s service as director 
of the dental clinic, Palma Settlement 
Hospital, Hawaii, Dr. Paffenbarger re- 
turned to the Ohio State University and 
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served as an instructor for two years. 


In 1928, he became Research Assist- 
ant of the American Dental Association 
in the Bureau of Standards, Washing- 
ton, D. C. He later became Senior Re- 
search Associate, serving until 1942, 
when he was called to active duty with 
the Navy. Last year, he was promoted to 
the rank of commander. 


This recognition from his alma mater 
comes to Commander Paffenbarger after 
fifteen years of pioneering work in the 
field of dental materials. He has con- 
tributed voluminously to the literature 
of the subject and is recognized as an 
authority in this field. 


DenTA OrFicer Says Japs 
Use ANTIQUATED EQuIPMENT 


Ancient dental equipment and meth- 
ods long discarded by American dentists 
are being used by Jap dentists in the 
war in the Pacific. This fact was re- 
vealed by Naval Lieut. Saul Birnbaum, 
Los Angeles, who recently examined the 
remains of a captured dental office 
in Garapan. The story was told to Sgt. 


Stanford Optowsky, Marine Corps Com-. 


bat correspondent. 


“Even before the war,” Lieutenant 
Birnbaum said, “Jap equipment was al- 
ways cheap stuff, but now it’s awful. 
Even the good workmanship the instru- 
ments showed before the war has dis- 
appeared. A novocain syringe, for ex- 
ample, was made by attaching a bulb to 
one end of an ordinary eye-dropper and 
a needle to the other. The books show- 
ing procedures for dental operation 
really give you an idea how archaic 
their methods are. Some practices men- 
tioned haven’t been used by us for nearly 
seventy-five years, and that’s amazing 
when you realize that dentistry itself is 
not more than 1400 years old in the 
United States.” 


New Restrictions PLacep 
ON DENTISTs IN GERMANY 


New ‘rulings seriously restricting the 
dental care that may be given by dentists 
in Germany have been announced by 
Ernest Stuck, described by the Nazi DNB 
radio station as the “reichsfuehrer of 
dentists.” The broadcast was reported 
August 7 in this country. 

The care of patients is restricted “to 
measures that are really urgent.” Such 
“desirable treatment” as the installation 
of bridges is prohibited. Crowns may be 
placed on teeth and a single tooth may 


- be filled “wherever the dentist considers 


this necessary to preserve the tooth or 
its roots.” On the other hand, “teeth 
with deep cavities or with roots, the tops 
of which have become affected, shall 
be removed, as proper treatment would 
require too much time.” 

DNB also said that “dentists nowadays 
have to do an extraordinary amount of 
overwork, and the population is ex- 
pected to show its appreciation of these 
measures,” and all citizens are requested 
to pay attention to all proposals of 
dentists and dental surgeons based on 
the new rules and to postpone additional 
requirements until after the war.” 


Greater New York DENTAL 
MEETING DECEMBER 4-8 


The twentieth annual Greater New 
York Dental Meeting will be held De- 
cember 4-8 at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
New York City. The program will 
consist of twenty-four registered clin- 
ics, twenty afternoon registered clinics, 
forty-five table clinics and thirty topic 
discussions. In addition, there will be 
thirty-two essayists, twenty-six visual 
educational films and a large array of 
exhibits. The completed program will 
be available early in November. 
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Gov. Sumner Sewell, left, welcomes Capt. C. Raymond Wells, President of the A.D.A., to 
state capitol in Portland during annual meeting of Maine Dental Society. (Governor Sewell 
[left], Captain Wells and Raymond Derbyshire, president of the Maine Dental Society.) 


WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


QUESTIONNAIRE ON Postwar PLANS 
Sent To ALL DENTAL OFFICERS 


A questionnaire designed to secure in- 
formation for more effective postwar 
planning by dental societies has been sent 
to every dental officer in the United 
States and abroad, C. Willard Camalier, 
chairman of the War Service Committee 
of the American Dental Association, 
announced September 5. The question- 
naire is being distributed through the 
cooperation of the Dental Division, Of- 
fice of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army, 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
U. S. Navy, the Dental Division, U. S. 
Public Health Service, and the Dental 


Division, Veterans Administration. 


The mailing of the questionnaire has 
been completed and the time of its re- 
ceipt can be gaged by dental officers by 
taking the time period ordinarily _re- 
quired for mail from Washington, D. C. 
Failure to receive a copy within a reason- 
able period may indicate a faulty mailing 
address, and dental officers should take 
steps to secure a copy. Army dental 
officers in the United States may apply 
to the Service Command Dental Sur- 
geon. Army dental officers outside the 
United States may apply to the Theatre 
Dental Surgeon. Naval dental officers in 
the United States should apply to the 
district dental officers. Naval officers 
outside the United States should apply 
to the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
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U. S. Navy, Washington, D. C. Copies 
of the questionnaire can also be obtained 
from the War Service Committee, Amer- 
ican Dental Association, 1726 I St., 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 


The questionnaire includes queries 
covering almost all phases of postwar 
planning of interest to the dental pro- 
fession. Data are sought on dental per- 
sonnel, accessory personnel, equipment, 


refresher courses, teaching, public health 


dentistry, relocation and _ redistribution. 
Returns on the questionnaire will be 
tabulated by the War Service Committee 
with the active aid of G. St. John Per- 
rott and A. Ciocco, of the Statistical 
Division of the United States Public 
Health Service. 


War Service ComMITTEE TO 
Meet Ocroser 14. 1n Cuicaco 


The War Service Committee of the 
American Dental Association will meet 
in executive session at the Stevens Ho- 
tel on Saturday, October 14 at 10 a. m. 
War and postwar problems will be dis- 
cussed by the following high-ranking 
officials: Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills, 
Chief of the Dental Division, Medical 
Department, Office of the Surgeon 
General, U. S. Army; Rear Admiral 
Alexander Lyle, Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery, U. S. Navy; Rear Admiral 
William T. Wright Jr., Assistant Surgeon 
General in Charge of the Dental Divi- 
sion, U. S. Public Health Service ; Capt. 
Robert S. Davis, Chief of Dental Serv- 
ice, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
U. S. Navy; Dr. Lloyd Y. Beers, Chief 
of, the Dental Division, U. S. Veterans 
Administration. 

The room number of the meeting 
place will be announced on’ the bulletin 
board of the Stevens Hotel. The War 
Service Committee has invited those in- 
terested in these problems to be present. 


VETERANS 
ADMINISTRATION 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION WILL 
Commission Dentists WHEN NEEDED 


The Veterans Administration has an- 
nounced that commissions will be 
granted to dentists and physicians up to 
the ages of 63 when they have been 
found unacceptable to the Army or 
Navy because of age or physical dis- 
qualifications. It is emphasized, how- 
ever, that the Administration does not 
require dentists under this’ program at 
the present time. 

The method of processing dentists and 
physicians, when the need for their serv- 
ices arises, follows : 

Both the Army and the Navy have author- 
ized the appointment of civilian physicians 
and dentists to commissioned grade for as- 
signment to duty with the Veterans Adminis- 
tration, provided they are unacceptable to 
the Army or the Navy because of physical 
disqualification or age and the War Man- 
power Commission has declared them, in each 
case, available. The Army will appoint for 
this duty civilian doctors and dentists up to 
the age of 63 years; the maximum age for 
Navy appointment is 60 years. Applications 
of physicians and dentists declared available 
to the Army will be handled as follows: 
(a) Those physically disqualified for duty 
with an army installation or unit, but physi- 
cally qualified for duty with the Veterans 
Administration will be considered for appoint- 
ment in the Army of the United States and 
assignment to a Veterans Administration in- 
stallation. (b) Those physically qualified for 
general or limited military service with an 
army installation or unit will be considered 
as follows: (1) those under the age of 45 
years may be commissioned in the Army of 
the United States for duty with an army in- 
stallation; (2) those between 45 and 55 years 
of age who are physically qualified for gen- 
eral military service only will be referred by 
the Officer Procurement Service to the Navy 
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for consideration for appointment by the 
Navy for duty with a navy installation; (3) 
those between the ages of 55 years and 63 
years will be. considered for appointment in 


the Army of the United States for duty with , 


the Veterans Administration only. 

On contacting a physician made available 
to the Army; he should be informed that if 
physically disqualified for duty with an army 
or navy installation, or over age for either 
service, he may be qualified for duty with a 
Veterans Administration facility. If commis- 
sioned in the Army and placed on duty with 
the Veterans Administration, he has all the 
rights, privileges and obligations of any other 
army officer. Veterans Administration’s pro- 
fessional standards are identical with those of 
the Army. 

For the present, the Veterans Administra- 
tion does not require the services of dentists 
under this program. 

Previous instructions on the processing of 
physicians, interns and residents have been 
canceled. 


MEN AND EVENTS 


MEN AND EVENTs IN 
Various DENTAL SocieTIES 


FLorIDA.—The Journal of the Florida 
Dental Society points out an increase in 
its critical areas where there is an acute 
shortage of dental personnel. The com- 
munities of Quincy, Inverness and 
Zephyrhill as well as the state hospital 
are in immediate need of dentists. Inter- 
ested persons should communicate with 
E. C. Lunsford, Chairman, State Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service, 2742 
Biscayne Blvd., Miami. 

© The annual state meeting will be 
held at Miami Beach on November 
Q-11. 


ILLINOIS.—An all-day program devoted 
to a discussion of dental socio-econom- 
ics will be sponsored jointly by the Il- 
linois State Dental Society and the Chi- 
cago Dental Society in Chicago, Novem- 
ber 15. Don Gullett, secretary of the 
Canadian Dental Association, J. M. Wi- 
san, state dental director of the state of 
New Jersey, and Senator James E. Mur- 
ray, Montana, will be among the speak- 
ers. Dentists from adjoining states have 
been invited to attend. 

MissouRI.—The fourth annual Mid- 
Continent Dental Congress, sponsored 
by the St. Louis Dental Society, will 
be resumed after two years’ interrup- 
tion. The meeting will be held at the 
Hotel Jefferson, St. Louis, October 3o- 
November 1. Among the speakers will 
be Governor Forrest C. Donnell,. Em- 
ory W. Morris, Fred D. Miller, William 
H. Crawford, Vernon H. Eman and 
Henry Glupker. 

CALIFORNIA.—The annual Postgraduate 
Conference of the Southern California 
State Dental Association will be held 
at the Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, Sep- 
tember 19-21. 

MICHIGAN.—The Bureau of Public 
Health Dentistry, Michigan Department 
of Health, has announced that a free 
dental caries diagnostic service will 
be initiated shortly on a limited basis 
for dentists of the state. 


Annual President’s Dinner 
to Be Held October 16 


The annual President’s Dinner, 
to be given this year in honor of 
Capt. C. Raymond Wells, will be 
held in the Stevens Hotel, Chi- 
cago, October 16, according to an 
announcement by Frank J. Hurl- 
stone, chairman of the President’s 
Dinner Committee. At the Presi- 
dent’s wish, the dinner will be a 
stag affair. 
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American Dental Association | 


Meeting of the House of Delegates 
OCTOBER 16, 17 and 18, 1944 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


The opening session of the House of Delegates will 
convene at 10 a.m., Monday, October 16. The sec- 
ond session will be held at 2 p.m., Monday, October 
16; the third session at 2 p.m., Tuesday, October 17, 
and the fourth session at 1 p.m., Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 18. 


The four sessions of the House of Delegates will be 
held in the North Ball Room, Third Floor, Stevens 
Hotel. 


The Credentials Committee will register Delegates 
and Alternates beginning 10 a.m., Sunday, October 
15, at the Stevens Hotel. 


Reservations should be made direct with the hotel. 


HARRY B. PINNEY, Secretary 
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